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Tribute to Samuel M. Peck, M.D. 
D r. Samuel M. Peck, the last of the surviving founders of the Society for Investigative Dermatology, died in Palm Beach on January 2,1992 at the age of94. Dr. Peck was one of the influential leaders in the development of American dermatology in the 
twentieth century. He was born in New York and was a graduate of 
Columbia College and the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 
Early in medical school, he "became aware of the unusual opportuni-
ties that the skin as an organ offered for the study of basic problems 
in human physiology and pathology," and he decided to enter this 
field, which at the time was a much less popular career choice than it 
is now. 
Following an internship at the New York City Hospital on Wel-
fare Island, where his stipend was $25 per month and "all the beer 
you could drink," he spent bne year working with Professor Lud-
wig Pick (of Neumann-Pick Disease) in Berlin, where he became . 
interested in the pathology of syphilis of the great vessels. He then 
switched his attention to melanin pigmentation and spent the next 
four years working with Professor Bruno Bloch in Zurich, who had 
discovered DOPA staining of melanocytes. In his Presidential ad-
dress to the SID many years later, Dr. Peck emphasized how the 
work of Bloch, the Jadassohns Ooseph and Werner), and Miescher 
showed that "data derived from the study of cutaneous skin func-
tion and disease could be used to establish broad principles in human 
physiology, immunology, and pathology" [1]. During his time in 
Bloch's department, Dr. Peck also worked with several other Ameri-
can dermatologists destined to become leaders in our specialty, in-
cluding Marion Sulzberger, Sam Becker, and Michael Ebert. He also 
eventualry married Bloch's niece, who was in charge of the research 
laboratory. He studied epidermophytids and reproduced this phe-
nomenon experimentally in a patient [2]. 
After returning to the United States in 1930 he joined the staff of 
Mount Sinai Hospital in New York where he remained for his 
entire career. He was director of dermatology there from 1946 to 
1971, after which he was succeeded by Dr. Arthur Glick. 
Dr. Peck made numerous important contributions to dermato-
logic research . His interest in the effects of syphilis on the vascular 
system led him to explore the usefu lness of the venom of poisonous 
snakes for studies of vascular permeability in rabbit skin (his labora-
tory at Mt. Sinai was close to that ofShwartzman, who described the 
phenomenon that bears his name) [3). Peck meanwhile befriended 
the head of the snake section at the Bronx Zoo and learned how to 
milk the venom from these animals. Using this material as a reagent, 
Peck went on to do pioneering studies on the mechanism of capil-
lary fragility in the skin [4). 
During World War II, Dr. Peck served in the U .S. Public Health 
Service and conducted research in the fields of contact and industrial 
diseases, especially contact dermatitis and insect bite reactions. After 
the war, he was actively involved with the SID and The J OUrllo{ oj 
IrlVestigative Dermatology, and in 1950 he received a special citation 
from the Society in recognition of his efforts in this regard. He 
continued his active involvement in clinical practice and teaching 
and became interested in the immunofluorescence of bullous dis-
eases. He had extensive experience with the use of cytotoxic drugs 
such as methotrexate in the treatment of pemphigus vulgaris. 
Dr. Peck was an active member of the Society for much of its 
existence and was a leader who helped to shape the development of 
the scientific basis of dermatology in this country. The SID was 
fortunate indeed to have had him as a member. 
David Bickers, M.D. 
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